Introduction to the Course

How to read a play:

1. Pay attention to the list of characters, and carefully read whatever
descriptions the playwright has provided.

2. Pay attention to gestures and costumes that are specified in stage directions
or are implied by the dialogue.

3. Keep in mind the kind of theater for which the play was written.

4. If the playwright describes the locale and the furnishings, try to envision the
set clearly. Pay attention also to the lighting.

5. Pay attention to whatever sound effects are specified in the play.

6. Pay attention, at least on second reading, to silences, including pauses
within speeches or between speeches.

7. Of course, dialogue is the most persistent sound in a play. Pay attention to
what the characters say, but keep in mind that (like real people) dramatic
characters are not always to be trusted. Sometimes character may say what
they honestly think but may not know what they are talking about. Try to read
between the lines.
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