INTRODUCTION TO IELTS ACADEMIC WRITING TASK 2

A Sample Script of Exercise 6 — Writing a timed essay
(Sample Script and examiner comment provided by IELTS.org)

Nuclear Power

Nuclear power is an alternative source of energy which is carefully being evaluated
during these times of energy problems. During these years we can say that we have
energy problems but in more or less 50 years, we will be facing an energy crisis.

Nuclear power is an alternative source of energy and unlike other sources such as
solar energy, nuclear power is highly effective for industrial purposes. If it is
handled correctly, there really is no danger for the public. It is cheap, there is no
threat of pollution and best of all it is limitless. It is difficult to think about nuclear
power as a good source of energy for people in general. This is due to the use it has
been given since its birth during the second world war. It is expressed as military
power and in fact at the moment nuclear power is limited to few hands who consider
themselves world powers. When and if there is a change of ideology regarding the
correct use of nuclear power, then we may all benefit from all the advantages
nuclear power can give us.

If we outweigh the advantages and disadvantages of nuclear technology, we then
have the following: As stated before, the advantages are that there is limited supply,
it is cheap, it is effective for industrial purpose and still there are many benefits
which have not yet been discovered. The disadvantages are at present time that it is
limited to only a few countries who regard it as safe military power. Also if
mishandled, there is risk for the population around the planet to undergo
contamination as we all know happened in Chernobyl. If these disadvantages can be
overcome, then it is clear that nuclear energy can give us more benefits then
problems. It will in the future be very important as the energy crisis is not far
ahead.

In conclusion, nuclear power is good, it can be safe, and we will all benefit. It is up
to our leaders to see that it is handled well so that we can all benefit from it.



Examiner comment

Band 7

The answer is well-written and contains some good arguments. It does tend to repeat these arguments but the writer’s point of
view remains clear throughout. The message is easy to follow and ideas are arranged well with good use of cohesive devices.
There are minor problems with coherence and at times the expression is clumsy and imprecise. There is a wide range of
structures that are well handled with only small problems in the use of vocabulary, mainly in the areas of spelling and word
choice.



